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MISCELLANEOUS,

F
|
! A Ni;;i;.l in the Reynl George.
‘ A CONFESSION OF THE DEEP.
! The ¢iroumstances | am about to re-
| late will do little to raise me in the opin-
Lion of the reader, into whose hands
| these papers may happen to fall, Awful
J'.".mi harrowing as were the cvents o”
that dreadful night, | can lay but small
claim to mental boldness, in having met
| them as [ did. Avarice—sordid, caleu-
lating avarice—drove me to the attémpt
total misear
| riage of all my plans which succeeded.

aad 1 well deserved the

Four years back ] wasa clerk in one

{ of the most respestable and influential

. | with the same water proof cloth which [ | our avor.

napthaysome of which [ cbtained at the | curing the boat 1 had bLespoken a few
chemist’s; and then, before it was dry, | days before. She was an old man-of-
[ pressed strips of the fabric on*them war's gig, with gunwales rather higher
with a hot iron, by which I made the | than ordinary, and low thwarts, which
whole garment perfectly unpcmursubic.; gave her a security better calculzted for
| My next task was to make the head- | our operations. I pulled round to the
| picce. Toeffeet this, | procured come | beach, ncar the common, and took Wes-
| stout iron wire, and bent it into a eort, ton and my contrivances on bo;u_-tl, and
| of frame, of the shapa [ had seen the |then westarted again for the scenc ol
diver wear. [ secured these difierent My venture. There was. very little
! pieces together by twisting finer wire | Wind, and the sea was as calm as glass;
| round them; and then coveredthe whole | which circumstances were of course in
Wien we got to the buoy
| had usedjior the rest, fitting some picces which mm'ks.tllc situation of the Royal |
1' of glass carefully inr front to enable me | Georgt, we fastened the boat to 1t,au:l.l
| to perceive objects around me. - [ fas- commenced arraying mysell in my di-
| tened some roughly-shuped gloves and virg cefui¥. - This finished, with the

n

| houses in Portsmouth, receiving an ex- l bo : :
!e«.;ltcnt salary, and, upon the Wwhele most | oo, © tho arms and legsof the dress,

exception ‘of the hrad-pieee, 1 threw-o-

° | hot happy—f{ar, far {rom it.

|
isomc and sea-worn timbers ef the ill-|
|
|

more so than
the majority of the young men of my

| comfortably settled—Tfar

| own station inthetewn; and yet I was|

|
|

bled at the regularity of attention which
my situation required; [ deemed.my la-

ton
en

' bor ill paid; and I envied every one I |

™

12ty Whose let in lif: eppeared better
cast than my own; little reflecting how
| many sceret miseries poison the exis-
tenee of these who appear, in public,
| most smiled upon by the fortunate.
The loss of the Rovel Ceorge was
n favorite (opic of conversation with the
people of Portsmouth, even when halfa
century Fad el
k) |

and, indeed

nsed ginez the oceurrence, |
, the interest connected with
the subject was censtuntly kept alive by
the numcrous projects and suggestions
| for ratsing the senken vessel,’'or destroy-
+i:lglir: wreck, that needy speculators
| were perpetually starting.  To myself;
I will confess, the whole affair was one
{of deep and constant thought. 1 had |
heard the various accouuts of the acci- |
dent: of the heavy bags of gold that
wereon board at the time to pay the
seamen ; of the watehes, Jci'.'clr. and oth-
er valnable articles, that the tradespeo-

| ple bad sent for sale; ard all this was

still there—there, within the mmhcr~|

fnted ship, lying as ¢sel2ss at the bottom I
of the sen,and as eomparatively worth- l
less, as the rocks themselves.
Many, many evcnins have 1 sat up‘\
on the shore, lulled into contemplation |
3 of the tide, when the|
last red gleam of the sun, ere he sunk |
hind the Isio of ““?’_‘f:".T,

Soakhiiita R
spot where that majestic vesscl went

o 1 | -’ 'Il.lnlll
Uy Lhc 2OWN ]'i'l"'

lomined the
down;and wished 1 had power to roam

over her sea-bound hoards for one short
hour, and appropriate to mysell all 1

g rould collect from her stores of value

in that time. Many times have 1 long-

| . - ~ =
| ed for the power ¢f these beings in the

iun-] unseen joy, ! could then revel a-
|
| cottained!

| [t was somewhere about this period
| that a man came to Portsmouth;withger-
mission from the Admiralty.to cm%bn‘
| some experiments comected with the
possibility of_ conducting dificrent sub-
' marine opcrnion_s', independent of the
"diving-boil.- “Pris™ mcident changed the |

Icmirc cugeent téllp:ny thoughts. I watch.
‘ed his experiments agith an intensity of |
interesty that, [ angfain: to believe, ex- |

| ceeded it of the fsgm himself. 1
is dees

saw him descend i s3, from a|

small vessel, tothe wreek of the Royal | the neighborhood. He got his living by \ —the very bulwarks, with their rings
| of green and cankered metal attached;

| George;—I noted the length of time he |
| was enabled to remain under :?&eﬁ;——-l
| watched his return with divers small
‘articles—as oyster-shells, nails, &e.,!
which he lLigd picked from the wreck; |
and from that period I contemplated bul:l

'one subject;—it was the idea of going |

| down mysell ! It cost me many slezp-
less mights to bring my schemes to per”
fection; nor was the working out of my
| plans confined to nightalone; ltll?ughl
of italways. Ineglected my business;
I received endless reprimands from my
employers for orders forgotten, and
commissions uncared for; and, at last I
was discharged for my undeviating for-
} getfulness.
As soon as 1 was turned away, |
‘ hired a small room in ——— street, and
' commenced nyy opcrations. The first
thing I did was to purchase a quantity of
Meclntosh’s water-proof cloth,with which
1 intended to form my diving dress.—
I contriued to cut out a very fair set of
patterns, and these I got a journeyman

together; after Ewhich 1 daubed the
s wit i rier dsored in

grum- ‘

and fixed them in asimilar manner to verboard a rope ladder, having two
| the seams; and when | had entirely cont- | Small grapnels attacked to its inferior

: pleted the whole apparel, I put it on, sytremities; and when [ hadascertained |
{and walked in it about my room the that these had laid hoid of seme portion
whole evening, delighted, beyond meas- | of the wreek, I made fast the upper ends
| ure, at my [ next
something considerable, with all my e- | sounded the depth witha lead line, and |

contrivance. It cost me to pneef the seats of the boat.

conomy it is true; but I looked upon it | 2rranged my water-proof pipes accord-
as the means of leading me to immense ingly, by meansoi some iaps 1 had pur-

ecls and small crabs, that had been dis- | anxicty of the moment, 1 threw my lan-
turbed from it;and, directly afterwards, | tern out of the perpendicular-—the wa-
apon kicking it with my foot, 1 was hor- t>r within it immediately washed c.v::r
rified at perceiving a himan stull, to| the light, and it was extinguished.

which some scraps of colorless flesh and : I know not how the sugscquent five
lignments were stilladhering, rcll down | minctes passed. Thesensations ofyears
the inclined plane of sand that covered | of terror,agony, and the expectations of
the ladder, lowards thedoor. My first | 2pproaching death, were condensed - in
impulse was to return immediately; but | that period. My.ﬁrst recoliection was,
reflecting that all T had staiven for was | that I ebserved a gleam of light where
probably within my reach, my thirst for | the windows of the cabin were situated;

gain once more cérquered every other | but it was of the:faintest kind. [ afier-
feeling.

| wards ascertained that it was a moon-

With some trouble I made my way  light night, and the beams had penetra~
into the cdbin. The doors were open | ted thys far into the sea—but this was
—they had probably been sc at the no guide for me. I was totally uncon-
time ol the catasrophe, and the subse- scicus by what direction] had entered
quent accumulation of sand and mud the ¢abin; and I'did not dare to move
had kept them so. 1 drew theair pipe uniesstowards these windows. Theal
down towards me, and found I had still thought that Weston woitld tire'nt ‘his
length enoagh to spare for my opera- work—that his strength would not al-
tions; at the same time I was convinced Jow him to keep pumping so long, what-
that my assistant was diligently sup- ever his will might be, and 1 should
plying m= with the means of respira- | wiserably perish. Anon, the thought
tion. I was now in the cedtre of the came that | was alene—alone, amidsta
cabin, and an awful scene presented it-! crowd of dead bodies ond hideous ma-

self.  Lvery portion of the wood-work, ' rine monsters—alone with that gibberg

| der water.

| boat above, :\ezd, more espeoiglly 1o sup-

| . . |
11,,1U,'1 dad, in a measure to relieve the pres-

Arabian Nights, who could live under |
water;and thought with what selfish |

midst the gold and treasure that the hulk |

 tailor, who lodged in the house, to sew

wealth,and [ deemed the money
ed ina highly profitable scheme,
My next object

equate to the sapport

L bl
Aided by the smattering of

of respiration un- | scend

tce lengthor two for my movements.— |

I, T [elt no timinity—the bare re-
“cllection of

invest- | chased at a gas-fitters; allowing an ex- | at leastas nearly as I could détermine | j

g L |
by appreaching my lantern closely toit, !

and, hke the masts above, in~rusted

o and awful corpse, whose face peer-
ed at me through the darkness, in my

rovide for the | In about halfs ur from irst fix- | was black from the aetior : Y S 1

| was to provide for the | in abo l_i ufan hour from our first Pf was black from the action of the sea;| imagination, apd pressed his clammy,
transmission of a supply of air to the ing the gig to the buoy, I had made all 4

interior of the hood, as | termed it, ad- | ¢'ose and ready, and prepared to de-

soddened check against me—alone, at

with groups of barnacles, The floor I' the battom of the sea!

was a foot deep in sand—and on its sur-

the wealth reported te be | face lay more ollong heaps, which I/,

[ mained one of the windows; it was
pen, or rather, the frames had been

echanical knowledee which 1 possess- | engulphed  witl e vessel, which I discov caminati 50 | . -
mechanical knowledge which 1 possess ngu phed 1 the : sel, 1| discos crcd.ou examination, to be also sqrried away by the constant action of
ed, | was not long in fashioning a sort might, perbaps, accumulate, drove eve- i human bodies, round whose half-devour-

of air-pump, by adding some valvesond | ry cther fecling from my minc.

stopcocks to an old garden-syringe,

With a last injunction for unremitting

| ed

1

remains shreds ol clothing still float-
ed.

. » - - [ : ‘i 1 o r | .
which 1 purchascd at a broker’s near my | Wor k 2od ottention, on the part of Wes- | treading upon one—-and each that I thus

lodgings; and this 1 connected to the ton, I stepy

"
ot

=

I could not move a step without | gxcellent swimmer.

the waves. [ thought I would climb
through it, and so ascend, for I was an
But then the air-
pipe kept me back; and it was.even now

A 85 : = o el . - ) .
' cnt to the top of the Iad-| disturbed fell to pices immediately,sur- | becoming tight, asl reached the extent

hood !_13’ Iu:ig 'l‘-?'l-{:? UE‘ the cloth. closed thl‘, and C"‘l‘:HnC:l'.;f_‘! my task. A hat 'I‘Olli'l‘-;il"l_'_'_; me with a C’[ﬁud Df its SiCkcn- | of its Icngth. A new idca arose, 'Jl'il'lg‘

dress.

. . | sobamos
I likewise procured a lantern, Schemcs

| in the same manner asthe seams of my | was my delight on finding that my | ing particles, and numbers of huge shell | ing (resh hope with it, and 1 wondered [
answered, as I saw through fish, who were enjoying their unholy | had not thought .of it before:—1 could

which I rendered water-proof by simi- | the glass in my hood, the green water | meal therefrom, and who crawled offy | follow the pipe esa clue, and return by
lar means; and then 1 joined it to the | ascend higher than the level of my face, - with their long spidery legs, in all di- | I'c!lowirig its course. 1 left the window

head-piece by another pipe, having ob- | and finally close over my head, whilst| rections.

served that there was, generally, a su-

my respiration ecntinugd free 2nd un-

'
. |
Still, I came to no treasure;—I1 had

and prepared to make the attempt, when
I fclt o wiclont tug, that nearly pulled

v ai [rO1 e { ol 982 Th re \v vnnle - =11 : A 3 . -
perfluity ol air from 1‘..10 bubbles I had  embai rau._hd. 1 l.c.p was onc unpleas {l.h}n in with none of the bags of g.-)ld, the head picee frem the rest of my dress.
seen rising over the diver’s head, which | ant sensation, but this was not of sufli-| which ! heard were on board at the time Another, and another succceded, and

marked his sitaation in the waler.

cult—it was o seek u confedérate. Not
but that I believe I could have got many
to jein me in my fooi-hardy enterprise;
but they would have expectod an equal
share o[ fhie procceds, and this it was
not my !::t.iu:i:r.'l !'“1-}-.."1‘0'.\'. Still
ot do witheut a companign to mind the

[ could

ply me with &ir. 1 had, at

| cient ceonscduence to arncy me.
And now only one point remained to | every stroke of the pump abovey that
care about; but that was the most diffi- | forced a fresh quantity of riz down the
| pire, I experienced a ferling of lefis2 |

| paip on the drums of my ears, of which’

Al!

[ had heard the men in the diving-bells

ain; but thi
measure alleviated, by making frequent
atfempts at deglution.

sometimes comp! s| in great

My lantern,also |
preserved the flame within it admirably; |

formed a wild sch@me of borroWing a|sure in the head-piece. [ descended

roat {rom an old man at the edge of the | gradually and carefully, step” by step,
g :

- \ : - 3 | S .

common, who had tragned it to run round, | agd at last to my great joy, stood cr a
in 2 wheel, and assistin making string; ¥ p"r‘.mu o

:E..L' to

bdt the insanity of trusting my
the operations of an animal, scon made

me give up the scheme | had formed of
constructing some n‘mgh‘machin:r:.-', to |
be turned by a sgaler wheel, which,]
acting upoh ®pagallc! motion, or rack
and pinton, migit work the pump. Al
| last; chance throw the required assis-
tance i]j.'m;v_' way. There was a poor
oreatufe living in the town at the time,
ed, or rather called Harry Weston,
m | selected for my companion.—
[Ie was not exactly in his right senses,
nor was he completely an idiot; but a
that tiice balance between the two which
kept him from being the sport of the
street boys, whilst it gained the pity,|
or sympathy of the cheritable people in|

I
wnoe

i

carrying out parcels from the coach-efl
fices to their final destination, o#by run-
ning on errands, and perforigige divers |
odd jobs for the inhabitants; and he gen- |
erally bore a good churacter for sobrie- |
ty and*honesty. It was this. harmless
individual that Ifixed upon @s my asso- |

il . |
ciate. J brought him y lodings,
and boufid him down by The most horri-
ble oatif$ [@uld invent to [righten him, |

and promise%f kirge reward, to serve |
me as [ %hould direct, without ever ut-
teringa syllable to mortal of my schemes;
and then making an appointment with
him for an evening in the next week, 1
gave him a trifling sum as an ecarnest
of my future bounty. Poor wretch! he
never lived to receive it. )
The intervening days lagged slowly
by, and the eventful night at last arri-
ved. As soon asit was dusk, with the

| first time, ] becaffe-aware ol the singu-

assistanse of Weston, I carried my ap-
paratus piceemeal, down to the beach
on Southsea common, and then conceal-
ed them in one of the .bathing-machines
which are always stationed there: leav-
ing him to watch them whilst I repair-

ed to the point, for the purpose of pro-

{the wreck. [ found that the
grapnels had caught ona large spar that’
lav completely across the ship, kept|
firmly in ilg place by a gun, which had
probably¥elled over it when the acci-
deat occurred. With come little cau-
tion I erawled along it; and at length |
stood upon the'fleck. And here, for th2

—_— e ————  —

lar assistance of mydight. Every thing
around me wes plainly  discernible,
when the rays, cast through a large
bull’seye, were dircefed towards the
object, only appearing as if a dull green-
ish mist encircled it. I well remember
the stéths*e{ the mastsewith their coat-
ing of bnrnncl&:sses of shell-
work and weeds that incrusted the guns,
stili outwardly preserving their shape’

>

ond the blackened pieces of timber that
wergeorouped me, from which
my 4‘!5 ofﬂ‘%olypi threw out
thei®ong streaming arms in quest of
prey. The deck was nearly a foot decp
in sand, and, as | hadesupposed, not lev-
el; but stillpthe declivity to larboard
was not too steep to preclude my keep-
ing a firm f Al immense quan-
tity of corroded, ks, tackle, &c., was
iying about in corfusion, enveloped by
perfect groves of tall seaweed; and
these foated about like monstrous snakes
twisting and undulating in all directioas.

I cleared away a few trifling ‘impedi-
ments with a light boat hook, which 1
carried in my hand; and mpved cau-
tiously forward in the direction where
I expeoted to find the entrance to the
chief cabin. [ was not long in reach”
ing it, but experienced some little diffi-
culty in descending the stairs that led to
it, as the passage was partly choked up
with sand and deéris {rom the wreck.—
At the third step 1 dislodged some large
mass from its pesition. By my light 1

| that gibbered ani grinned.directly in

-

LA

of the accident. There were many cor- |
roded naval implements lying about— |

| but these were not what [ wanted. |

oxaminod awery heap that rose
the gencral level of the floor, with the |
most diligent investization, Lut without |
reward. Sometimes 1 exposed tat-
tered romnant of anarticleof clothing,a

+ 1
1§ 55

| scaman’s hat, o telescope, or something

| equally valueless to mysell; but, more|
' and its trifling consumption of air ten-|

generally, similar objects to the above-
mentioned fragments of mortality shock- |
At the side
of the cabin was a small closet, having
a glass door—and towards this I bemt
my v:'.'._ay’,_lllin}dng it might be the re-
positcry of s&he precious articles. But
wow was [ il PP ing il
Eju dige :lli :11;0 ::y}efl}g?: :1[‘ rloruogai?h;:sas :itl-l |
unbroken panasil saw a dreadful COrpse:

ed me with their presence.

my [ace—it was the body of some poor |
creafure, who had perhaps been forccd'1
in there at the first. rush of the water |
and the door closing upon him, had kept |
cut the sand. and marine insccts, that
everywhere elso abounded. The sea- |
water had acted as a preservative, and |
the body still retained the perfect sem- |
blance of a humdn form; but the face
was blanched and coddled—one of the
eyes had dissolved, and the other.was
opaque, and appatrently congealed ; while
the relaxed ligaments allowed the low-
er jaw to full and rise with every .vi-
bration of the sea, in the mockery of a
dreadful grin. The hair, too, floated in
the water, giving a semblance of motion
ta the whole features, which,wore an
cxpression of hideous merriment.
Faint with terror and disgust, I turn®
ed from the leathsome object, and moved
slow!y and laboriously away 1 ap-
proached the table of the cabin; a half-
opened drawer was at itsextremity,and
when I had cleared away the eavelope
of sand, I discovered it was ncariy fill-
ed with bags of coin. All, then, was
accomplished ; the long-coveted treasure
lay in greater part, beneath my grasp!
I raised my lantern eagerly to inspect
the contents, when, to my extremec ter-
ror, I perceived that there was water in
it half wap up tothe bull’s eye, and the
light not halfen inch above the surface.
The dreadful anticipation of inevitable
darkness now burst upon me, and a mo-
ment of intense fear, amounting almest
to stupefaction, succeeded. 1began has-
tily to collect the small canvass bags,
and stow them in my girdde; but three
remained, and 1 stretched forth my

L perceived a number of fish, such as sand

",

e, .

An Y M

led throgh the

then in an instant, [ ieit the tense air
pipo give way—it had begken!
But one resource wasloft: I clamber-

tempted to rise, but the pipe had caught
come projection,and restrained me, and
[ already perceived that the supply of
cir wos stopped. 1 seized a knife from
my girdle, and cut the tube off close to
my head. The water rushed into the
hood as [ performed this action, but I
was capbled to rise directly, as the sea
roared and bubbled in my ears, with the
noise of thunder. 1 struck upwards,

- still keeping my kaife in my hand; and

in halfa minute | had reached the sur-
face, To rip up my hood and cast it
{rom me was, the work of an instante—
As | regained my vision, 1 perceived by
the mooenlight, that my toat was gone,

butthe buo7 wasstill foating at its usu-

ul spet:  Swimming towards it, I was
enabled to recover myself, and take
brefph as I rested, hanging on 1o its
ring.. From the appearance of the dis-
tant vessels, near the beach, which were
riding at anchor, | saw it was high-wa-
ter, and another fearful truth barst up-
on me. The rope-ladder, which the
graprels held fast to the wreck, had
drawn the boat under as the tide rose,
and with it, my hapless assistant!

I felt at my girdla for the bagsof gold ;
they were all gone, through the hasty
manner in which I had secured them,
and my struggles in coming to the sur-
face. ltore my dressfromme in raving
passion, and cast it to the waves. In
my under clothes, which corgisted of
nothing but a commen cheek-shirt and a
pair of coarse Holland trowsers, | swam
to land ;and, on: réaching .the stony
beach, I sank on it in a swoon, overcome
by my intens2 exertions.

I was found there the next morning,
and carried to my lodgings. A long ill-
ness succeeded—I kept my bed for three,
months, and arose a maniac. 1 was
told 1 talked about the wreck, and its
fearful contents, during.my fever; but
I found my attendants looked wpon it
merely asthe raving of delirium. Ag
time passed | recovered my mnll. but
the remembrance of the circumstances
connected with my rash vepture must
embitter my life until its close.

Why is a bag of meal like the carth?
Give it up?, Because it's ground. .

Why is hope likea piece of decayed
cheese? DBecause thousands livein it.

“Extracting corns.” as the ¢réw said

hand toseize them. Iu the hurry and

w the fariner.




